Even though the fourth edition of this book, edited by Carol Lake and Peter Booker, is divided into seven sections, conceptually it can be recognised in three parts as clinical sciences, management of specific surgical procedures and postoperative considerations. I think this book now represents the gold standard in breadth and depth of anaesthesia for congenital cardiac lesions, so broad is the information contained within that only approximately one-third of the volume is devoted to anaesthesia for specific cardiac surgical procedures.
The first 17 chapters deal with clinical sciences from the history to pulmonary hypertension and respiratory dysfunction. Chapters in this section that warrant specific mention include paediatric anaesthesia pharmacology, and a chapter on haemostasis and transfusion in the paediatric cardiac surgical patient. The pharmacology chapter is directly focused on the paediatric cardiac patient and develops a presentation from basic principles and how they may differ in the cardiac patient, and then discusses individual agents and the way altered cardiovascular status may affect their action. The haemostasis chapter presents what is potentially a complex maze of information in a dry, succinct and comprehensive manner.
The main section of the book, on anaesthesia for specific lesions, comprises 16 chapters. This section does assume a certain level of knowledge, but the complexity is tempered by well-arranged and illustrated presentations. Each chapter starts with formal anatomy and nomenclature, then moves through associated anomalies, pathophysiology, diagnostic features, anaesthetic and perioperative management, surgical procedures and outcomes. At the end of each chapter is a synopsis for quick reference.
The third and final section of the book consists of eight chapters on postoperative care, including pain management and a chapter on cardiac procedures performed in the paediatric intensive care unit.
The editors of this book have produced an exceptional text of lucid, up-to-date information from the input of 52 authors, which makes "Pediatric Cardiac Anesthesia" an essential reference for a paediatric hospital with a cardiac program.
R The "Oxford Handbook of Critical Care" follows the style of other highly successful Oxford Handbooks. It provides a didactic, relevant and current approach to the common situations experienced in critical care practice. The material is presented in a concise, effective manner with each topic succinctly summarized in a page or two. The next page is often blank to facilitate annotation with additional or local information. The information provided is easily accessed and lends itself to quick reference. For a pocket handbook, the chapters are remarkably inclusive, while the book makes no claim to be an authoritive text: it certainly includes comment on most conditions encountered. The last section provides an excellent overview of the various scoring systems utilized in critical care, as well as an approach to administrative issues. This little pocket book would be an excellent resource for nursing staff, medical students, residents and junior registrars doing a term in critical care. For the training registrar it will be a welcome aide de memoir and well worth the financial investment. In view of the perceived readership, I would encourage those influential in suggesting books for medical school library purchases, that this is one of those.
A Pharmacology was a late arrival on the medical sciences stage. With the advent of highly potent, Book reviews
